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Combat :urﬂnllers, tactical air control parties,

and combat weathermen hone unique skills
in the wilderness around Pope AFB, N.C.

Photography by Guy Aceto



uring a recent exercisa, factical

wir control parbies (TAGPS), combal
conlroliers, and battalhald woeather feams
Irmingd with ground forces af Pope AFB,
N.C., and adfacent Fi, Bragg, The job
for thase battafiekd akrmen iz o conltrol
dirspace and the emplaymont of sircrlt
supporiing the lwnd compenant by caling
i woeather conditions, arranging airdrops,
dirpcling air $irkos, and the ke,
The TACES on this page are with the 18
Air Support Oporatiens Group. Thay are
Jumpequalified and work closaly with the
Army ai Ft, Braagg, which is bome to the
151k Airborne Corps amnd the 82nd Air-
Davng Division,
Al right, TSgt. Michael Grili poinfs the
wity 1o & groug of TACPS who will pava-
chuda into the landing rone on & Irmining
CROTCIE0.

Abova, ATC Joshus Susrez (1) and ATC Above and sight: Airmen parachute onfo -

washua Lockwood propare for a jump. the landing 2ene and begin o collect their

Lochwood's high-visibiity haimet indicalos gear. They ware delvaved by & C-130 *

that this is his first jump wilh the unil, from Pope's 43rd Alrlift Wing. The trans- = -

port made a frsl pass for HALO (high-al-

At folt, the alrmen slen to the furmpmasier y P b 4
int ther conter, Thiy are amanged as they tilude Eow-opaning) jumpers such as the 5
Wil Ba In Hhew averaft ang al fir right, and then a second, lower »
pass to drop additional “slicks” of fumpers, i
-

Cnea they are on the ground, the airmaen
90 through a woll-rohparsed rouling of

Bafore any jumg, proparalions are rigor-
ous, with careful safely planning and
therough agquipmant checks. Nole that the
airman af mght sport the Army's famous
Band Airborne palch in agdition to the
standurd Alr Force Dald rank msignia.
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gatharing their aequipman! and checking
i ol

Jumpars range from poung airmen fo
soasoned veterans. At lfT is L1 Col, Drow
Hodges, 18th ASOG direclor of plans, on
The ground afler parachuling in with the
st of the unil, Mo 5 “chocking ™ on the
same radio he woukd use affer & combat
Jump,



The 218! Special Tactics Squadron sup-
plies the combal controfiar leams thal holp
craate US footholds in anamy tavrifory.
Combat controffars, such as the airmen
pictured at right, pacachily in, Socune
[anding ronas and airbelds, and serve

as air rafe controlars for the airspace
arpund thase “Boachheads.”

The combal conlrolier gchool i af Pape,
The controllar tratnees shown here had
parachuted inld this localion tha night
baforg.

Airmmgn [rain on the F. Bragg confidence
coursos vsed by the Army's Greon Barpts
and othar special operations forces. Al
fofl, (forgground fo back), 2nd LI Steven
Coopar, 55gt. Mare Tirros, and Sed,
Thomas Keale hoad through the course.

Tha Alr Force's combal confrollars and
combat-raled divars learn scuba tech-
e an infilirabion teclic, Above and
right, atrmaen of the 2131 STS refrosh heir
scuba skills, Occasional proficiency dives
arl roquired o gngine the airman can
dive and opaevate ai depths of up o 130
Toel,

These controllers had recently relurnod
from & daplaymend fo lrag,

Balow, Don Lauren, & retirgd Navy master
divar with more than 31 years' axparn-
once, gives pridive instruchion 1o airmen
Fpadond inte the Inke, Laurgn has boan
Training 21s8 STS controflars for nearly 10
Yirs,

Combal conlrollers alse underge wildar-
Ress sinvval rning in the donsae pinay ‘ i { - ; - .
woods of North Carcling. At right, & e, ,] B e L - i Laft, camoullingod controler irpingoes
camoullagod trined Goos lo work on his T AR . g 3 awalt orders lor thelr next assipnment,
Waapon. \ B o A& - . The Irainees earn red CCT barets ol Fope
. ' . 3 i Brigg, bud will move on for addiiorul
fraining eisewhare.
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Al right, three €-130s of Pope's 43rd
Airkft Wing hoad oul on & migsion is one
of tha many nearby drep Zones. A singly
Harcules can doliver up Io &4 paralroop-
OE, plus Their goar.

The combal controflars, TACP:, bantiefhokd
wirtherman, and afrdrop crews have

had a lang and productive relatisnship
willy ther Army. Qe areemm, an 11-yoar
wloran, said his curren! assigmmon! al
Pope rarks the fies! i in i eareor
thal he has been stationed al an Air Force
base. FI, Bragg is, of course, righ! next
door, and Popa isell will shil wndar Army
managaman.

By 2009, the Alr Forea will have handad
ovar contrel of Pope fo the Army, a8 man-
dated by Inst years Base Realigrmian!
and Closure lngizlation. Even then, how-
aver, C-1305 and their crews will remain
i Worth Cargling a5 lonanls,

Al Pope and Bragg. elile combal con-
trollecs and TACPS ang joined by marm-
bors of anothor, evan smalar, career
hatd=batiafield weatherman. in the
antire Ar Force, thare i only about 50
Jurmp-qualified weathermen. At top, Ed-
wards (craaling weapon] overseos Curry
wha inflates & woathar baloon.

fabova) providos cover ko the pair (right]
witil thay S08 wp thotr woathar and com-
municalions equipmant.

Al right, TSgt Mark Hurst, a TAGP of the
18th ASOG, gathers his chule. Nole that
Hurest woars airborne and ranger fabs, The
highly traimed TACP communily will ba
criticl fetars in USAFS drive fo meol the
Army's incroasing need for air support.
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At lafl, Cuery, Edwards, and Wagner
mawe oul. The Alr Force’s smail bantfefieid
adreman communily, by inking ground
forces fo alrpeawar, will confmue fo play &
disproportionalely large role in the Global
War o Terrorism. m



